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The Rapidan Dam Canal boundaries a r e  500' from each s i d e  of  t h e  
Rappahannock River from the  mouth of t h e  Rapidan t o  a poin t  1 1/2  
m i l e s  below where it r e - e n t e r s  t h e  r i v e r  through t h r e e  locks .  
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Fair  D o t s r i o r o t ~ d  Ruins Uosxpo.od I CONDITION 1 I (Check One) 

I Altered Unal tered  

D E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R l C l N A L  (11 known) P H Y * l C A L  A P P E & R A N C E  

The Rappahannock Navigation cons i s t ed  of  a  s e r i e s  of  20 dams, each 
wi th  a  Guard Lock and u s u a l l y  a  s h o r t  c a n a l  w i th  one o r  more l i f t  locks .  
The ~ a p i d a n  Dam Canal is t h e  b e s t  preserved and most e l a b o r a t e  of  t h e s e  

I 
i 

c ana l s  and i t s  remains a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  whole Rappahannock ! 
Navigation. 

The Rapidan Dam Canal p a r a l l e l s  c l o s e l y  t h e  r i g h t  ( south)  bank of  t h  
f 
t 

Rappahannock River  from t h e  mouth of t h e  Rapidan t o  a  po in t  1 112 mi l e s  
below where i t  r e - e n t e r s  t h e  r i v e r  through t h r e e  locks .  The cana l  is now 
d ry ,  but  is  i n t a c t  except  f o r  r i v e r  damage t o  t h e  Guard Lock; a  p i p e l i n e  
t r ench  through t h e  towpath below Lock 9; and some s i l t i n g  i n  t h e  lower 
end. The s i l t  however, could e a s i l y  be removed, and t h e  breach  i n  the  
towpath provides an i n s t r u c t i v e  c ross - sec t ion  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of a ' towpa+ embankment, i nc lud ing  r ip - r ap  and c l a y  puddling. There a r e  
f i v e  locks '  on t h e  c a n a l ,  a l l  of  s tone;  p r imar i ly  broken range rubble  
masonry. The Guard Lock i s  s i t u a t e d  a t t h e  head of t h e  c a n a l ,  a t  t h e  mouth 
of  t h e  Rapidan; Lock 9 i s  318 m i l e  below;' Lock 8 ,  1 mi le  f u r t h e r ;  l o c k  7, 
200 f e e t  f u r t h e r ,  and Lock 6 ,  t h e  o u t l e t  lock t o  t h e  r i v e r ,  200 f e e t  f u r t h e r .  

t 
I 
! 

rn 

According t o  t h e  Company's a n n u a l r e p  
l a i d  i n  mor ta r ;  Lock 9 of  g r a n i t e  Lai 
8 of f l a g s t o n e  l a i d  i n  mor ta r ,  6.75'  
6.75'  l i f t ;  and Lock 6 ,  t h e  O u t l e t  Lo 
a l i f t  of 8 . 2 ' .  The l i f t  of  t h e  Guar 
formed by t h e  Rapidan Dam, was v a r i a b  
and was designed t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  cana l  
l i f t  boa t s  from one l e v e l t o  another .  1 
4 l i f t  l ocks ,  which lowered boa t s  from t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  Rapidan Dam pond, 5 

by 4 s t a g e s ,  t o  t h a t  of  S c o t t ' s '  Dam pond, about 31 f e e t  below; o r  r a i s e d  
them t h e  same d i s t a n c e ,  when t r a v e l i n g  upstream. 
. . .  , ,. . . 

The Rapidan D i n ,  o f  which on ly  i r o n  p ins  i n  t h e  r i v e r  bed remain, 
was an unusua l ly  long (and expensive)  Dam, s t r e t c h i n g  ac ross  bo th  t h e  

' ~appahannock,  and' t h e  mouth of  ' t h e  Rapiaan. Bat teaux going down t h e  
Rappahannock had t o  row across  t h e  Rapidan t o  reach  t h e  Guard Lock. This  
lock ,  exposed t o  f lood  d e b r i s ,  has  been badly  b a t t e r e d ,  b u t  even w i t h  
s tones  dis lodged it is s t i l l  presentable .  Below t h e  Guard Lock, t o  Lock 9, 
t h e  towpath embankment, c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  r i v e r ,  i s  p ro tec t ed  by a  
long and massive s tone  w a l l ,  making t h i s  t h e  most impressive s t r e t c h  of 
canal  on t h e  r i v e r ,  w i th  t h e  p o s s i b l e  except ion  of  t h e  deep c u t s  a t  Ke l ly ' s  
Ford. Lock 9, b u i l t  i n t o  a  b l u f f ,  is one of  t h e  most unusual  on t h e  r i v e r ,  
because t h e  one w a l l  is composed of  bedrock (John Couty, who b u i l t  t h i s  
lock ,  used t h i s  same technique  on t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  of t h e  Rivanna Navigation) 
Below t h e  lock  i s  a power-line'  c l e a r i n g ,  which c rosses  t h e  r i v e r  a t  r i g h t  

! angles  t o  t h e  c a n a l ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y  a f fo rd ing  a  view o f  t h e  s i t e  o f  a  f l i g h t  
of wooden locks  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  r iver -perhaps  t h e  only  p l ace  where 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  canals  of  1829 have remained undis turbed  and were n o t  r e -  
cons t ruc ted  i n  1847. A c u t  through t h e  towpath, j u s t  below Lock 9, r evea l s  I 
t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of a  towpath embankment. The cana l  below Lock 9 passes 1 
through t h e  ' U  .S.   old Mine f i e l d s ,  and i n  f a c t  has  two mine a d i t s  i n  t h e  , 

, 
cana l  bed, l ead ing  i n t o  t h e  h i l l s i d e .  These were apparent ly  made a f t e r  the 
demise of t h e  cana l .  A few yards be1 
U. S. Ford, and t h e s h i c e - g a t e  and f o  
t h e  cana l  on a  'br idge w i t h  wel l -prese  

o ~ b i u r t  
' I  -- - . -- 
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the  water  l e v e l .  A t  t h c  lower end of the  cana l  a r e  Iocks 6 ,  7 and 8,  200 
f e e t  a p a r t ,  p e r f e c t l y  preserved and p ic turesque .  From t h i s  p o i n t ,  b a t t e a u x  
on t h e  way t o  Fredericksburg poled downriver, and probably rowed a c r o s s ,  t o  
the  next  cana l ,  a t  S c o t t ' s  Darn Guard b c k  on t h e  oppos i t e  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  
one mi l e  bclow t h e  o u t l e t  of t h e  Rapidan Dam Canal. 

The Reg i s t e r  nomination boundaries a r e  500' from each s i d e  of t h e  
cana l  remains. 

E N T R Y  NUMOER D A T E  
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I T A T E Y E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  . , - .. T - - .  . . 

The Rappahannock Navigation i s  t h e  best ' remaining &xample o f a  
ba t t eau  lock-and-dam nav iga t ion  i n  t h e " b .  s and ' the  ~ a ~ i d a n  DanmCanal , < . . 
is  t h e  b e s t  p a r t  of t h a t  naviga t ion .  

A b a t t e a u  lock-and-dam naviga t idn  r e p r e s e n t s  a  compromise, t y p i c a l  i n  
t h e  South,  between an expensive continuous c a n a l  f o r  horse-drawn cana l  
b o a t s ,  and an inexpensive bu t  u n r e l i a b l e  r ive rbed  s l u i c e  navigat+on f o r  
ba t teaux.  Bat teaux,  s t u r d y ' r i v e r  boats  r e q u i r i n g  shal low w a t e r ,  were 
poled and rowed s o  they  needed no towpath, and could use  small  'locks and 
narrow cana l s .  The lock and dam system, c o n s i s t i n g  of a  s e r i e s  of dams, 
each w i t h  a  lock  and u s u a l l y  a  s h o r t  cana l ,  bypassed r a p i d s  and c rea t ed  
ponds of  s t i l l  water.  Most of t h e  in l and  nav iga t ions  i n  t h e  South, 
p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  piedmont by way of the  r i v e r  v a l l e y s ,  were f o r  ba t teaux.  
These systems involved va r ious  propor t ions  of channeled r iverbed  ( s l u i c e  
n a v i g a t i o n ) ,  lock-and-dam nav iga t ion ,  and continuous cana l .  

The n e x t  b e s t  remaining b a t t e a u n a v i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  U.  ~ S .  LS the..  : 

Wateree-Catawba, in  South Carol ina ,  but  huch of  t h a t  nav iga t ion  has b e i n  
i n u n d a t e d b y  r ecen t  water  c o n t r o l  p r o j e c t s . , .  +t the , . t i ine  o f i t s  cons t ruc t ion  
(1847-49): t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  ~ a p ~ . h a & o i k  n a v i g i t i b n - w a s j u d g e d  
s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  o t h e r  two s i m i l a r  navigations; i n  V i r g i n i a ,  $he Ap~omattox 
and Rivanna Navigat ions p r imar i ly  because most of i he  locks  on t h a t  ' p a r t  
of  t h e  Rappahannock were of  s t o n e  ( the  Rivanna nav iga t ion  was l a t e r , , r e b u i l t  
f o r  c a n a l  b o a t s ,  t h i s  time wi th  s tone  locks ) .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  e n o u g h , t h e  
engineer  o f  t h e  lower ( f i r s t )  h a l f  of  t h e  Rappahannock Navigation, John 
Couty, was then  i n  charge of t h e  Rivanna r ebu i ld ing ,  and was a l s o  involved 
w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  Landsford Canal. 

The Rappahannock Navigation was a  l o c a l  p r o j e c t  t o  draw t r a d e  t o  
Fredericksburg and t o  provide t h e  farmers of t h e  r eg ion  wi th  an economical 
o u t l e t  t o  markct.  Cons t ruc t ion  began i n  1829 i n  Predericksburg,  wi th  an 
c l a b o r a t c  parade and ceremony. A g r e a t  dea l  of  money and e f f o r t  was 
expended by Freder icksburg  and a t  t imes by t h e  Local fa rmers ,  but  even 
wi th  t h e  h e l p  of  funds from t h e  s t a t e  Board of  Publ ic  Works, progress  was 
so slow t h a t  t h e  50-mile nav iga t ion  was not  s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed u n t i l  a  
complete r e b u i l d i n g  took p lace  i n  1847-49, j u s t  i n  t ime f o r  ra i lway 
competi t ion t o  r,.,:ie it u s e l e s s .  This r ebu i ld ing  was c a r r i e d  out  i n  two 
phases. The lower h a l f  of t h e  nav iga t ion ,  .below Ke l ly ' s  ,Ford, was con- 
s t r u c t e d  f i r s t  and r ece ived  t h e  most money a n d , e f f o y t ;  t h i s p a r t  of t h e  

, 

naviga t ion ,  which inc ludes  t h e  Rapidan Dam Canal,  was t h e  most s u b s t a n t i a l ,  
and had almost a l l  locks  of  f i n e  cu t -s tone .  The c i v i l  engineer  John Couty 
was i n  charge o f  t h i s  p a r t  of the  naviga t ion .  The upper h a l f  of  t h e  
naviga t ion ,  undcr Baz i l  Gordon, was cons t ruc ted  morc economically; most of 
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1 the  locks were of wood, "of the  bes t  h e a r t  p ine  o r  white  oak t h a t  a  country 
abounding i n  these  m a t e r i a l s  could af ford" ,  bu t  these  have r o t t e d  away 

I aboveground. Al together ,  t h e r e  were 26 s t o n e  locks ,  54 wooden locks ,  15  mi le  

of canal  and 20 dams. A t  l e a s t  20 of the  s t o n e  locks  a r e  ex tan t .  
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As !he designated State Liaison Officer for the Ne- 
I hereby certify that th is  property is included in  the 

tlonel Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), 1 hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion Neti-lRegister' 

1 in  the National Register and certify that i t  h a s  been 

/ -valuated uccordine: to the  c-iteria end procedtres s e t  

Map of the  Rappahannock Navigat ion,  1848, Map and P r o f i l e  of t h e  
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forth by the National Park Serv~ce .  The recommended 
Director, OlllOs of Archoelogy and H1.torl~ P~..orV.Llo" , level  of significance of this nomination i s :  II - 
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V i r r i n i a  1 51 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I 

/ National State Loca l  II 
Dute 

Name 
Junius R.  F ishbuxne ,J r . ,  D i rec to r  A~TEST: 

Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Tit le  A Keeper of The National Reglsler 






